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Key Business Drivers
for a Hybrid Cloud

-

P

Applications that demand flexible infrastructure

and high performance are clear candidates for
deployment in a hybrid cloud, although it is not
always easy to decide on a road map

- Somenath Nag, Director — ISV and Enterprise Solutions, Alten Calsoft Labs

n a report published in October 2013, Gartner has

predicted that almost half of large enterprises will

be engaged in a combined, public/private cloud

operation, often described as “hybrid” cloud
computing, four years from now. As per this report,
the opposition to public cloud, which looms large in
many enterprise IT surveys, will fall away in the near
future, at least for limited hybrid operations. In the
initial days, large enterprises typically opted for private
cloud models because of security, data-privacy, and
control concerns. Leveraging existing infrastructure
investment, along with the Needs to utilize their
existing datacenters, was also played a major role in
private cloud adoption in these large enterprises. On
the other hand small and medium enterprises always
have been more open to public cloud uses and have
fuelled the growth of public cloud services. Now we’re
beginning to see enterprises make the transition —
augmenting private cloud adoption with forays into
public cloud and hybrid services.

“A hybrid cloud
approach can ensure
seamless integration

of applications,

infrastructures, and
services, and thus
mitigates operational
risk and simplifies
management”

Somenath Nag

Hybrid Cloud adoption Drivers
Hybrid cloud adoption in enterprises is typically driven by
following key business drivers:

Interoperability: Organizations today run heteroge-
neous application environment - spread over a variety
of legacy systems, private and public clouds. To manage
this kind of complex landscapes, organizations require
the flexibility to choose between different cloud ser-
vices based on the best fit and price for each applica-
tions/workloads. Most importantly, these applications/
workloads need to interoperate well with others. A
hybrid cloud approach can ensure seamless integration
of applications, infrastructures, and services, and thus
mitigates operational risk and simplifies management.
Vendor independence: Success of initial cloud services
providers like AWS, Rackspace, and Microsoft has
given rise of many cloud services vendors. Though

this has created a highly competitive marketplace
which is favourable to organizations in some ways — for
instance, keeping the pricing of cloud services in check,
it also brings with it a degree of risk. We are already
experiencing consolidations and could see some of the
cloud service providers going out of business in near
future. To mitigate any risks arising out of any of the
two situations, organizations are looking for flexibility
to port applications/infrastructures/services between
different providers. Hybrid cloud model provides this
option to enterprises.

Data compliance: Compliance to ‘data sovereignty’ has
become the single biggest impediment to public cloud
adoption in many of the countries. In addition, organi-
zations are also facing hindrance in public cloud adop-
tion due industry specific compliance requirements like
HIPAA for healthcare and PCl for retail. With a hybrid -
approach, on-premise and legacy applications can be
fully integrated with the cloud whilst data is stored
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